Durham Region Health Department

COVID-19 Fact Sheet
COVID-19 Class Order for Social Gatherings:
Issued September 10, 2021.
Under what authority did Durham Region Health Department issue a class order related
to social gatherings?
The Health Protection and Promotion Act (HPPA) authorizes the Medical Officer of Health to issue a class order to
address the risks posed by the potential spread of COVID-19 to residents of Durham Region.

Why did the Medical Officer of Health issue this class order?
The Section 22 Class Order (Social Gatherings) is a tool to ensure timely and efficient case and contact
management during the course of a COVID-19 investigation where a positive case has been identified
at a social gathering held at a business, organization or a private dwelling. The Health Department will
only request this information, if necessary, during a COVID-19 investigation associated with the social
gathering.
This class order was issued as a result of an increase in the numbers of people contracting COVID-19 in Durham
Region and the importance of timely and efficient case and contact management in order to reduce transmission
in the community.
While the majority of hosts are compliant with the requirements to provide Durham Region Health Department
(DRHD) information regarding attendees at social gatherings during a COVID-19 investigation or outbreak, there
are some who do not cooperate. This class order is a legal tool to help ensure that all hosts of social gathering
follow DRHD requirements to protect the health of the community.

Who is this Sec. 22 class order directed to?
The class order is to all persons responsible for hosting a social gathering in the Regional Municipality of Durham,
including homeowners, tenants and owners and operators of businesses permitted to be open under the
Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act, 2020 (ROA).

What is a social gathering?
A social gathering is a gathering of two or more people who do not reside in the same household.
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What are hosts of social gatherings required to do under this order?
• Maintain a list of full names and contact information (including phone numbers) for all attendees at the social
gathering, regardless of age, in a private dwelling and/or commercial premises and, upon request, shall provide
Durham Region Health Department (DRHD) with this information within 24 hours of the request, or other time
specified.
• Maintain the list of names and contact information (including phone numbers) for attendees at the social
gathering for a period of at least one month.
• Provide DRHD with any other requested information as it pertains to the investigation within 24 hours of the
request, or other time specified.
• Comply with all requirements that apply to the social gathering as set out under the ROA and the applicable
regulations. Where this Order imposes an additional requirement not set out in the ROA, the requirement
under this Order must be followed.

When is the order effective?
The class order is effective from 12:01 a.m., September 11, 2021 and will remain in effect until such time as the
Medical Officer of Health determines it is no longer required.

How could the order be enforced if a host fails to comply?
Individuals identified in this class may be charged and fined up to $5,000 per day while corporations may be fined
up to $25,000 per day.

Can the order be challenged?
Individuals identified in the class order may challenge the order by appealing to the Health Services Appeal and
Review Board. Visit the Health Services Appeal and Review Board website for contact information at
www.hsarb.on.ca/scripts/english/contact.asp.

More information
If you have questions about these instructions, please call Durham Health Connection Line at 905-668-2020 or
1-800-841-2729.
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